
DIGGING DEEPER 

EXODUS 13:17-22 

 
“Raking is easy, but all you get is leaves; digging is hard, 

but you might find diamonds.” 
    - John Piper 

 
Read: Exodus 13:17-22 
 
 
(vs17-18) God tailors His people’s path 
 
 
‘The worldling blesses God while He gives him plenty, but the Christian blesses Him when He smites him: he believes 
Him to be too wise to err and too good to be unkind; he trusts Him where he cannot trace Him, looks up to Him in the 
darkest hour, and believes that all is well.’ 

- CH Spurgeon 
 
 
(v19) God keeps His promises 
 
‘Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and ill-
treated four hundred years. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterwards they will come out with 
great possessions.’ 

- Genesis 15:13-14 
 
‘By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions 
about his bones.’ 

- Hebrews 11:22 
 
 
(v20-22) God’s daily guidance 

Spend some time considering the verses which support this question and answer: 

 
Heidelberg Catechism 
Q. What is your only comfort in life and death?                                                                     

A. That I am not my own,[1] but belong with body and soul, both in life and in death,[2] to my faithful Saviour 
Jesus Christ.[3] He has fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood, and has set me free from all the power 
of the devil.[5] He also preserves me in such a way[6] that without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair 
can fall from my head;[7] indeed, all things must work together for my salvation.[8] Therefore, by His Holy 
Spirit He also assures me of eternal life[9] and makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for 
Him.[10] 

[1] I Cor. 6:19, 20 [2] Rom. 14:7-9. [3] I Cor. 3:23; Tit. 2:14. [4] I Pet. 1:18, 19; I John 1:7; 2:2. [5] John 8:34-36; Heb. 2:14, 
15; I John 3:8. [6] John 6:39, 40; 10:27-30; II Thess. 3:3; I Pet. 1:5. [7] Matt. 10:29-31; Luke 21:16-18. [8] Rom. 8:28. [9] Rom. 
8:15, 16; II Cor. 1:21, 22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13, 14. [10] Rom. 8:14. 

 


